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Restoring Hope ONE Car Repair At A Time

Serving Anoka County Since 2000

Annl Report

Our Mission: To foster independence by providing car care for
neighbors in need who cannot afford to have their vehicle fixed

Cars For Neighbors provides vehicle repair funding for low-income residents of Anoka County




From the President. ..

The year, 2023, was a year of many changes for Cars For
Neighbors (CFN). We saw changes in staff and our Board of
Directors stepped in and rolled up their sleeves and learned
the ins and outs of daily workflow. The Board of Directors
held their first ever Board Retreat where the board members
had the opportunity to get to know each other and why
they joined the board. It was a pleasure to have such an
active and excited board of directors!

Due to the road construction on Hwy. 10, the board decided
to cancel our annual Cruise N Shine spring/summer
fundraiser and focus on our major fundraiser, Carsino Night,
in September. CFN appreciates all our partners who
stepped up to support Carsino Night 2023. Thank you!

The CFN Board of Directors welcomed two new board
members in 2023. Angi Forsythe, attorney-at-law, joined the
board in May and Terri Birnbaum, For Good Films, joined the
board in October. The Board of Directors is blest to have
these individuals on the board to share their many talents.

In October, CFN also welcomed a new Office Manager,
Valerie Jensen. Valerie comes to CFN with a very
detail-oriented background and has been instrumental in
organizing our office to run efficiently.

CFN'’s partnership with the Environmental Initiative (El) is
going strong as CFN car repairs are able to take pollutants
out of the air with El's help. This initiative has reduced
emissions by 4 tons in Anoka County through this
partnership.

CFN continues to collaborate with other nonprofit
organizations by helping their clients with car repairs and
supporting these organizations by supporting their
fundraising efforts. It truly takes a community.

CFN continues to be out and about in the community
sharing our mission: to foster independence by providing
car care for neighbors in need who cannot afford to have
their vehicles fixed.

Moving into 2024, | would like to thank each one of my
fellow board members and staff for the valuable time and
efforts to make Cars For Neighbors the wonderful
organization that it is.

Thank you all for your support,

fat Swithe

Kat Smithe
President, Board of Directors
Cars For Neighbors

Vehicles
Repaired. ..

61

Statistics. ..

% 61 vehicles repaired for Anoka County
families by Cars For Neighbors

% 80% Female to Male client ratio
% 46% of Clients were unemployed or retired

+* 100% of Clients had annual income that fell
into the low to extremely low income range

« 58 vehicles repaired included Project Car
Emissions repair

% Over 4 tons of Emissions reduced in the air
of Anoka County through emissions related
repair upgrades

«* Over 48% of repairs were made for Female
Head of Household

“» Over 66% of repairs were made for clients
between the ages of 31to 6

% 20% of repairs were made for clients
who are unemployed or retired

“This will hep me get back to
work. | just started a new job
and lam in training, if | miss
too many days | will be let go.”
- A Grateful Client




Operating Reveue & Expenses:

Revenue & Support

Contributions.......cceeeeeeeeeeeesennennes $115,674
GraNTS oo seeseens $49,197
Program Service ........eeeerreneenn. $2,125
Investment INCOME......coeerreerreerrenrrennne. $716
Event INCOME ..., $16,402
TOTAL REVENUE & SUPPORT......$184,114

Expenses
Program Services......eerneeene $191,525
Management & General.................. $20,212
FUNAIaiSiNg ..cuvvereeeeneriereseeiseseeesssenens $4,042
Total Operating Expenses.............. $215,779
Change In Net Assets......courenrnene. $(32,253)
Net Assets - Beginning of Year....5118,616
Net Assets - End of Year.................... $86,363

Board of Directors:

Kat Smithe.... e President

Blaine Festival/Smithe Promotional Group

Kevin Leonard..........oveereseereenens Vice President

Emerald Bay Performances, Inc.

Steve Landau .....eneensenenseenesseennns Secretary

MissionBridge Wealth Partners

Bob Bennett .......cceevennenerseirerseinsnisennens Treasurer

IT Management

Jeannie Grimes......cvevveveneeenne Member at Large

Medtronic/Mary Kay Independent Consultant

Bob Hylland.......ceveverveenennee. Member at Large

Magnifi Financial Credit Union

Holly Christensen........ccccocuun.... Member at Large

Key Community Bank

Angi Forsythe.......veneecnennnes Member at Large

Attorney-At-Law (partial year)

Terri Birnbaum..........ccevveereenenee. Member at Large
For Good Films (partial year)

Balance Sheets:

Assets
Current AsSets.......oreerveenrnssnssensenns $96,439
Property & Equipment.................... $65,443
Less Accumulated Depreciation ($65,176)
TOTAL ASSETS...eerreeeeereeeeeee $96,706

Liabilities & Net Assets

Liabilities & Net Assets.........cceun.. $10,076
Net Assets
Undesignated.........ccoeeeeeerereeennes $86,363
Board Designated........ccccoeeeevereerrnrnee. S0
TOTAL NET ASSETS ..o $86,363
TOTAL LIABILITIES &
NEW ASSETS ..o eeeeeeens $96,439
Staff:
Valerie Jensen.....eeveenennee Office Manager
(partial year)
Joe McKenzie............ Director of Philanthropic
Partnerships
(partial year)
Anna Weingart....Administrative Coordinator
(partial year)
Car Care Partners:
Mark & Barb Koloff.......... Meineke Ham Lake
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“l want to say thanks for helping my family. We
only have one income and it’s been very hard to
afford stuff.... | just want to let you know it has
really helped us a lot.”

- A Thankful CFN Client

2023 - Out And
About In The Community:

February 18  Participated in Forect Lake Rotary
Winter Plunge - raising funds for CFN

April 28 Participated in Spring Lake Park Lions
Spring Pancake Breakfast

May 18 Welcomed new board member,
Angi Forsythe

May 20 Participated in MetroNorth Chamber
Golf Tournament

June 12 Participated in Breaking Bread Coalition

for Non Profits
July 24 Participated in Anoka Area Chamber
Golf Tournament

August 9 Participated in Ham Lake Area Chamber
Golf Tournament

August 16 Participated in Breaking Bread Coalition
for Non Profits

August 22 Participated in the Texas Roadhouse
Dine to Donate Program raising funds
for CFN

August 22 Participated in the Bandimere Event at

Alloy Brewing raising funds for CFN
September 14 Participated in the Stepping Stone EH
Golf Tournament
September 21 Carsino Night 2023 annual fundraiser
at Brook Hall

October 19 Welcomed new board member,
Terri Birnbaum
October 29 Participated in the Spring Lake Park

Lions Fall Pancake Breakfast
November 14 Participated in the Texas Roadhouse
Dine to Donate Program raising funds
for CFN
December 11 Participated in Stroll the Lakes annual
Christmas with Santa with donations
benefiting CFN

Restoring
Hope
One Car Repair
At A Time!
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How YOU Can Help:

+ Financial Support — Make a tax deductible
donation monthly, quarterly, or annually.

% Donate a Vehicle - Do you have a car at the end
of its life? Donate it to Cars for Neighbors. The
dollars go directly back into the vehicle repair
program.

% Expand Our Reach — Do you know someone
(family, friend, and/or neighbor) who could
benefit from our services, please share our
name and contact information with them.

¢ Participate - Join us at one of our fundraisers as
a sponsor, a participant or donator.

Thank You
to all of our
Volunteers, Supporters
and Partners!

REPAIRING
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Restoring Hope ONE Car Repair At ATime

Contact Us:
12527 Central Ave. NE, Suite 110
Blaine, MN 55434
763-717-7755
carsforneighbors.org
admin@carsforneighbors.org
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